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Saratoga County FSA News

COC Election Process

County committees play a crucia rolein helping the county office staff implement the Farm Bill.
Due to the important services that COC members provide, producers are encouraged to participate
in the FSA county committee election process by voting for an eligible candidate by the December
7, 2009 deadline. FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation
programs, emergency programs, commaodity price support loan programs and other important
agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers
serving on FSA county committees, each consisting of three to five members who are elected by
eligiblelocal producers. Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, and must be
returned to the county office by the close of business on Dec. 7, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 7,
2009. Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote if they participate or cooperatein any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming
operations on an entire farm can also vote. No one can be denied the right to vote because of race,
color, nationa origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marita or
family status. For additional clarification about County Committee elections, contact our office
staff. Thisyear elections will be in the western part of our county identified as LAA#1- Towns of
Charlton, Corinth, Saratoga Springs, Greenfield, Milton, Day, Ballston, Edinburgh, Hadley &
Providence.

DCP & ACRE Enrollment Deadline

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has been extended until

August 14, 2009. FSA will not accept any late-filed applications. Signup in the ACRE option is

also available through August 14, 2009.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each

farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market

prices. For 2009, you may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the

direct payment for each commodity associated with the farm. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary

depending on market prices and are issued only when the effective price for acommodity is

statutorily set below itstarget price.

Crop Reporting Deadline

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage

reporting, or crop certification. Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses,

including failed acreage, can prevent |oss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency

programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and

Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance |oans and Load Deficiency Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for al cropland on afarm,
whether idle or planted. The deadline to report your small grain plantings was June 15". The
deadline for hay, corn, soybeans, fruits, vegetables and al other cropsis August 14, 2009.

CRP & NAP Certification
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive annua rental payments. Crop

Farm Ownership
Loans— Direct

5.00 %

acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must aso be reported to re-
ceive Prevented Planting, Low Yield or Failed Acreage credit. For more information please
contact the local FSA office.

Farm Ownership
Loans— Direct

Down Payment,

Beginning Farmer

1.50 %

Crop Biomass Program
USDA Farm Service Agency Administrator Jonathan Coppess announced on July 29" that
biomass conversion facilities can begin signing up to participate in the Biomass Crop Assistance

Emergency Loans

3.75%

Program, which will help increase production of renewable energy. The program, authorized in
the 2008 Farm Bill, provides financia assistance to producers who deliver eligible material to
eligible biomass conversion facilities and FSA will provide financia assistanceto collect,

Farm Facility
Storage Loans

3.125%

harvest, store and transport eligible materias. Contact our office for more information.
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Livestock Indemnity Program

The Livestock Indemnity Program (L1P) provides assistance to
producers for livestock deaths that result from disaster. Using
funds from the Agricultural Disaster Relief Trust Fund established
under section 902 of the Trade Act of 1974, the program is
administered by the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). LIP
compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather,
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease,
wildfires, extreme heat and extreme cold. Eligible losses must
have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.
The following table provides the final dates to file anotice of loss
and/or application for payment for either 2008 or 2009 livestock

| osses.

Date of Livestock

Final Dateto Filea

Fina Dateto Submit

Death Notice of Loss an Application for
Payment
Calendar Year 2008 (Sept. 13, 2009 Sept. 13, 2009
Jan. 1, 2009 to July  |Sept. 13, 2009 Jan. 30, 2010
12, 2009
July 13, 2009 to Dec. 30 days after deathis |Jan. 30, 2010

31, 2009

apparent

Marketing Assistance Loans

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) isavailable for producers
who sharein the risk of producing the crop. To bedigible, a
producer must maintain continual beneficia interest in the crop
from harvest through the earlier of the date theloanis repaid or
CCC takestitle to the commodity. Beneficial interest means
retaining the ability to make decisions about the commaodity;
responsihility for loss or damage to the commaodity; and titleto the
commodity. Once beneficia interest in acommodity is lost, the
commodity isineligible for loan — even if the producer regains

beneficia interest.

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs availableto assist
applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans
are available for operating type |oans and/or purchase or
improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan
programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of
Socialy Disadvantaged Applicants.

A socialy disadvantaged applicant is one of agroup whose
members have been subjected to racid, ethnic or gender
prejudice because of hisor her identity as members of the group
without regard to his or her individua qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are
women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.

If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify as
socidly disadvantaged, they should contact their local FSA
office for details. FSA loans are only available to applicants
who meet al the digibility requirements and are unableto
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

CREP & Continuous CRP Available

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
allows farmers and ranchers to voluntarily enroll
environmentally sensitive land into a program that decreases
erosion, restores wildlife habitat and safeguards ground and
surface water. CREP is a partnership with federal and state
government and is limited to specific geographic areas.
Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) or
Continuous CRP will be digible for annua rental payments and
cost-share of up to 50 percent on approved practices. These
targeted programs will remain funded, and continue to provide
heightened environmenta benefits on select areas.




